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October, 2004 

PRESS RELEASE

The 50th National Convention of the Australasian Hellenic Educational Progressive Association (AHEPA) was held in Brisbane from 3rd to 8th October.  The theme of the Convention was “Harmony, Co-operation, Progress” and reports were given to the members on the educational, cultural, welfare and philanthropic activities of the association during the past year.

Awards, bursaries and scholarships were presented to school students and students of Greek ethnic schools.  Cultural exhibitions and informative lectures were held.  Children from third-world countries were sponsored and donations were made to hospitals, medical research facilities, St. Andrews Theological College (Greek Orthodox Seminary), homes for the aged and many other charities.  

A total of $61,000.00 was given in donations, sponsorships, bursaries and prizes by units of the association throughout Australia and New Zealand, during the year.

On the international stage, AHEPA, together with its sister organisations in USA and Canada, supported the Republic of Cyprus in its efforts to become a full member of the European Union and its struggle to enter the European Union as a united Island.  Other issues supported by AHEPA International were the attempt to re-open the Halki Theological College in Istanbul, and the return to Greece of the Parthenon sculptures, otherwise known as the Elgin Marbles, which is a major international issue.
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