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NEWS RELEASE
AHEPA AUSTRALASIA CONDEMNS THE BURNING OF EFFIGY OF THE ECUMENICAL PATRIARCH

SYDNEY – The members of AHEPA, Australasian Hellenic Educational Progressive Association wish to voice their distress at the recent protests by Turkish ultra-nationals which included burning an effigy of the Ecumenical Patriarch in Istanbul (Constantinople).  

The protesters’ concerns were threefold – against foreigners owning property in Turkey, The Greek Orthodox Church owning land and at the re-opening of the Theological School at Halki.

The Halki Seminary was created as the primary place of learning and education for the Orthodox priesthood of all denominations.  Its closure in 1971 constitutes a breach of Article 40 of the Lausanne Treaty and Article XXIV of the Turkish Constitution which both guarantee religious freedom and education.  Their provisions are also embodied in Article 9 of the European Convention of Human Rights and therefore the closure of the Theological School of Halki can only be viewed as an illegal abuse of human rights and a violation of democracy and international law.

As Turkey seeks acceptance into the European Union, such acts of violence and lack of acceptance of basic religious and humanitarian rites, will not be seen as positive points for their accession into the EU.

AHEPA was first established in Atlanta, Georgia USA in 1922 with its main purpose being to assist  families  to  overcome   violence  and   discrimination  encountered  by  them  in  their  new home. AHEPA was first introduced to Australia in August 1934 in Werris Creek, New South Wales, by a Greek Australian who had returned home after living in the USA.   Whilst living there he was introduced to AHEPA and was impressed by its achievements and assistance to the new immigrant Greeks. The Order was then established in Queensland in 1936, Victoria in 1942 and the unification of AHEPA was achieved throughout Australia in 1954 when the first National Convention was held in Sydney. AHEPA has since expanded nationally with members in Western Australia, South Australia, the ACT, Tasmania (ceased operation) and in 1992 in Wellington New Zealand.  There is also a Chapter in Athens, Greece of the Australian branch.  
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