[image: image2.emf] 

Order of AHEPA    Supreme Lodge of  Australasia    

[image: image1.png]




Supreme President





Helen Katsaros






Tel: 02 9663 1049







Fax: 02 9663 0738


Email: 205helen@hotkey.net.au
September 12 2004 

NEWS RELEASE
AHEPA AUSTRALASIA OFFERS SYMPATHY .

The following email was sent today to the Ecumenical Patriarchate and the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese Australia.

AHEPA Australasia mourns the loss of the Patriarch of Alexandria Petros together with Bishop Nektarios of Madagascar and all others who perished in the helicopter accident near Agion Oros.   Our prayers are with the community of Agion Oros and all who mourn these fine gentlemen who have given so much to their church and the Greek Orthodox Religion.

 

May God bless them as they sleep in the Lord.

 AHEPA was first established in Atlanta, Georgia USA in 1922 with its main purpose being to assist  families  to  overcome   violence  and   discrimination  encountered  by  them  in  their  new home. AHEPA was first introduced to Australia in August 1934 in Werris Creek, New South Wales, by a Greek Australian who had returned home after living in the USA.   Whilst living there he was introduced to AHEPA and was impressed by its achievements and assistance to the new immigrant Greeks. The Order was then established in Queensland in 1936, Victoria in 1942 and the unification of AHEPA was achieved throughout Australia in 1954 when the first National Convention was held in Sydney. AHEPA has since expanded nationally with members in Western Australia, South Australia, the ACT, Tasmania (ceased operation) and in 1992 in Wellington New Zealand.  There is also a Chapter in Athens, Greece of the Australian branch.  
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