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57th NATIONAL CONVENTION CANBERRA 2011

AHEPA AUSTRALASIA held the 57th National Convention in CANBERRA from the 8th to the 14th October. The Convention was held at the Hellenic Club and involved over 50 delegates from all over Australia. 
The outgoing National President of AHEPA AUSTRALASIA, Mr Jim Antonakos chaired the Convention accompanied by many of the National Lodge members.  

On Sunday 9th of October the Delegates attended a church service at St Nicholas Greek Orthodox church in Kingston. The official opening of the Convention was held at the Hellenic Club in the presence of His Excellency the Ambassador for Greece and His Excellency the High Commissioner for Cyprus. Both of their Excellencies offered their best wishes to the Convention Delegates and gave a detailed account of the current issues affecting both our mother countries of Greece and Cyprus. The Delegates greatly appreciated their keen interest and involvement as well as their frequent attendance at the Convention. 

On Tuesday evening, the Delegates were hosted by His Excellency the Ambassador and his wife at the Greek Embassy. It was a very pleasant and interesting visit and included His Excellency The High Commissioner for Cyprus, Federal MP the Honourable Mrs Maria Vamvakinou and other distinguished guests.

The Convention discussed and endorsed Resolutions concerning the important National Hellenic Issues such as the Macedonian, Cyprus, Pontian and Asia Minor Genocides, Theological College of Halkis and the Restoration of the Parthenon Marbles.
The High Commissioner of Cyprus HE Mr Yannis Iacovou briefed members of the 57th National Convention of AHEPA on the latest developments of the Cyprus problem with emphasis on the direct talks between the President of the Republic of Cyprus HE Mr Demetris Christofias and the Turkish Cypriot leader Mr Dervis Eroglu.  Mr Iacovou explained the aim of reaching an agreed solution on the agreed basis for a bizonal, bicommunal federation with a single sovereignty, single citizenship and a single international personality, pointing out the necessity of the Turkish Cypriot side to submit positions in line with the agreed basis as well as Turkey’s role.  Furthermore, he briefed the delegates on the Turkish provocations against the Republic of Cyprus in relation to the exercise of Cyprus’ sovereign rights in its Exclusive Economic Zone and the position of the international community supporting Cyprus’ sovereign rights.

On relations with Australia, the High Commissioner referred to the excellent bilateral relationship between Cyprus and Australia noting Australia’s position especially on the Cyprus problem.

The Convention also elected and installed the next National President Mr. Elias Doufas from Victoria and the national Vice president Mrs Christine Lynch as well as the other members of the national Lodge.
The National Convention Delegates were involved in various conferences and events exchanging many opinions and ideas on important Educational, Philanthropic and Cultural issues as well as discussing new strategies for the future of the Organisation and ways of encouraging new membership.
Substantial donations were made to the paediatric ward of the Canberra Hospital and the Greek Community Aged Care Home. In total, AHEPA made over $210,000 donations throughout the past year to various large and small Charitable Institutions. This is a similar amount that is contributed each year.
They also have the opportunity to visit the War Memorial, take a scenic tour of Canberra and had lunch hosted by the Greek Community of Canberra, invited by the president Mr Paul Laventis. They had the pleasure of meeting and spending time with many of the elderly residents of the Aged care Home.

It was decided to hold the 58th National Convention in Sydney in October 2012.
AHEPA is the largest Hellenic Association in the world with Units in the United States, Canada, Greece, Cyprus, Australia, New Zealand and recently in Istanbul (Constantinople) and Bulgaria. It was established in 1922 by visionary Greek Americans to protect Hellenes from prejudice and discrimination. AHEPA was founded in Australia in Werris Creek NSW in May 1934.
AHEPA is broad based community organization participating in Cultural, Charitable, Educational and Social activities through a structured and coordinated process which allows us to strengthen and improve Australian - Hellenic relations by encouraging Australian  citizenship and participation in the civic and social fabric of our country Australia.
Mission Statement: To promote the Australian Hellenic ideals of Education, Philanthropy, Civic responsibility, family and Individual Excellence.

Objectives: 
· Promote good Citizenship, oppose tyranny and oppression and secure liberty of the nation and the individual.

· Promote better understanding of the Hellenic people, language and culture and spread the ideals and legacy of Hellenism. 

· Champion and promote a sincere love of Education and culture.

· Promote and develop a moral code, practice good fellowship and encourage tolerance.

· To generate the spirit of altruism and understanding, cooperation and benevolence.
“AHEPA is about people enjoying doing good deeds and socializing with friends with a common bond.”

“Dedicated to supporting our community”
For more details contact: 
Elias Doufas, National President, 0412 582 123, email: eliasdoufas@yahoo.com.au






